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Charter which
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with the city's pay roll
refusé 1o be scared. The
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But the people will
old, threadbare

and found wanting in basis of fact. They
will serve no more. The voters already have
determined in their minds that the clty gov-
ernment must be modernized, and what they
want they will get at the polls,

Government  Insurance Business

1IN less than five months the United
\V stafes government has issued slightly
more than $12.000.000,000 in insurance lo
the soldiers and sailors of the American army
and navy,  Approximately 1,500,000 policy-
holders have been enrolled, and the end is
not yot.  Sach f[Agures as these almost take
one’s breath, and have given more than a
shocek to the old-line compunies, which have
been eosnpelled for generations to imporiune
the relucient man or woman to purchase tuat
anancial seeurity which ean only be obtained
through life insurance,

Fortunately, the government is not in com-
petition with the private insurances corpora-
tions,  The risks which it has assumed are
risks which the insurance companics have re-
jected from t,me immemorial. it has been
tegarded as suicidal for any privawe insuring
in=titetion ty inonre soldiers or sailors io
time of war, anl most poliey coutra s writ-
ten in time of peace carry clauses which
vitiate the obligation if the holder enters the
rimed fuorces of the country.

But the government! assumes these risks
in lien of a possible pension in case of injury
or death, amd obviously the poliey which pro-
vides war-time insurapce for the men in the
fighting forces of the country is one of the
sanest whieh this or any other government
has adopted in this or any other war. The
gudrantee is given to the man in the ranks
that his family is amply provided for. if he
he killed, or his futuro is safeguarded ir he
e incapacitited for normal labor. All this
is arranged at so small a ¢ost o the insured
that he can secarcely miss the premiuim
exacted, Moreover, the preminms are taken

from the pay of the insured, which relieves ,

him of the hookkeeping involved or the risk

of failure to Keep a policy in effeet, |
On the other hand, the governmentl is re- !

Heved ol the enormous pengion outlay which
would viberwise tax the country for genera-
tions after the war. The Treasury Depari-
ment has paid out since the War Between the

States more morney in pensions than the war |

cost in dellars and cents while it was in
progress.  More than thal, peonsions are still
being paid, not only to veierans. but to the
widows, and not only to widows of the War
Between the States, but aciuully to widows
of the Mexican War,

Even =0, it i= too =oon to pronounce the
government insuranee sclhieme a  completo
financial sucesss. This cannot be determined
until the war has erded and the accounts are
balanced. 10 the conflic: continues {or two or
three more years and if the easualtics .are
heavy, the payvwents which will he necessary
may eredie an enormous deficit in the treas-
ury of the War Insuranes liureau. © Such a
deficit would have to be made up by current
appropriations.

Protect the Training Cimips

HIE Seerctary of the Navy has shoclked

certain cities by an order creating a dry
wone live miles in width around eight of the
naval training stations, including the Naval
Acwdemy in the ancient and honorable city
of Anuapolis. By this act he has, in offcer,
legislited the venerahle city bone dry; he ha=
placed a large part of the fashionable city of
wewport, R, L, in the same category, andd

has done as much for Vallejo, Cal.. a eity |

within five miles of the Mare Island lraining
station,  Five other stations, three of which
are on Virginia soil, are meluded, bt the
territory adjacent to them already is dry.

There is nothing startling about this poliey {

except the fact that it applies 1o incorporated
towns=.  Already the War Denartment, aeting
under authority of the selective drafy law, had
| ereated similar zones around the cantonments
Ll other training encampoients. Dyt Secrn-
tarr Baker had placed most of these military
posts beyond incorporated cities that miz—;h‘r
be wet, and for that reason the army regula-
tinns have not compelled any comimunity that
legalized liguor to reform itself,

Mr. Daniels has had a different problem to
deal with, Mosl of his lraining
wirre established  hefore (he
{ clEn were establizshed

stitions
war eame or
at plants which existed
| Lefore the wapr.  For that reason a number
of then were in immediate proximity to wet
cities, notably that at Annapolis and that at
Newport. The only means he had of guard-
mgz azainst the sale nf liguor to the men en-
Baged in naval training was to outlaw the
liguor business in sueh citics.  The country
[ long time agoe found that Mr. Daniels Im;l
the vourage Lo deal deeisively with the linuor
vuestion whenavear the occasion should arise,

I the presend inctance, Mr. Danirls necds
1O gratniions justification for
der.  He has exhausted HE ]
suusion in an effert to induce the municipal
authorities at Aunapolis. Newport and Villejo
O protect the yonng men now in Wiz churge
#rainst bootleggers. It s unlawful for any
person to sell ligquor 1o g soldier or sailor
ounitorm, but this law lhae heen violated
wWith more or loss impunity in each of thege
Wt eiljes, When  Mr. Daniels . found that
focal interests could not he relied upon to
«:.'.f-'rr--v this Jaw, he decided Lo exercise the
tdrastic powers given him by Congress (o
oreate dry zones around every training sta-
ven of the navy,  1lis arder haz= now Eone
forth, and from thi: time on the ]Jrn\.‘r:s;
zuard of 1the navy will re-enforee polies au-
thority when the latter seems incompetent in
' enforeing  the jaw, ]
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{ R tme that the men of Virginia inaugur-
pate a campiaign for their “rights,'

“Plant the Gardon With Disercetion.” reads
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“Weet corn and  potaloos wonld probably he
better

A Uprace meeting” hield several years ago
i Richmond broke up in a fiehy, Trotzky
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Aprii 1 0s only two weeks away. Hinden-
burg will have to got a move on himself to
meet that lunich engagement in Parls,

‘F00 Virginia hen has a rizhit to eackle

afer do that great stunt of busling the
CEE lrust.
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